Note:  All candidates hoping to be confirmed in the Fall of 2016 should submit this completed assignment to the parish office no later than August 31, 2016.  Yes, this is designed to be a summer at-home assignment!  However, if you wish, you may complete it during the school year and submit it earlier than August, 2016. 


Catholic Approach to Bible Study (Catechism Nos. 112-117)

1. Always pray before you read.
2. Guidelines for Interpretation

a. We must be especially attentive to the content and unity of the whole Scripture (Catechism No. 112).  That means that when studying one book, we must take into account all the other books of the Bible as well.  If you are studying Matthew, you must take into account Exodus, Psalms, etc.  We can’t just read something and pull it out and say well, I read this in one book, and I think it means that without considering all the others.
b. Read the scripture within the living tradition of the whole Church (Catechism No. 113).  So, we read the book knowing that it came from the Church.  It is to be celebrated in the Church and interpreted in light of the Church.

c. Be attentive to the analogy of faith – coherence of truths (Catechism No. 114), a coherence (defined: sticking together) between the truths of the faith.  That what we are interpreting is not opposed to the truths that have been revealed to us by Christ either in written form or in tradition.

3. Senses of Scripture (in Latin: Quadriga – four-fold senses)  (Catechism 115-117)

a. The Literal Sense.  Literal defined:  Taking words in their usual or most basic sense without metaphor or allegory.  What’s the literal sense here?  When presented with symbols, numbers, cultural references, we have to come to some understanding of what it meant to them back then.  The footnotes can be helpful in doing that.

b. Spiritual Senses:
i. Allegorical Sense (Christ [faith]) – We want to know how this, whatever we are studying, how does it relate to Christ?  How does it relate to Jesus?  The entire Hebrew Scriptures (Old Testament) are Christocentric (it’s all pointing to Jesus).

ii. Moral Sense (Me [love/charity]) – How does it relate to me and my conduct, the way I live my life? 

iii. Anagogical Sense (Future [hope]) – How does this text relate to the future, the end times, when Christ comes again?

Due Date:  August 31, 2016
Note to parents: For your reference, the curriculum standards of the Archdiocese of Washington, which are relevant to this at-home scripture study, are printed on the last page of this document. 

Acts of the Apostles
Bible Study – LESSON 1 - Witness in Jerusalem
Instructions:  You may print and handwrite your answers or type your answers.  Be sure to ‘save’ the document if you choose to type directly into it. 
1. Read ‘Introduction to the Gospels and the Acts of the Apostles’ in the Catholic Youth Bible (P. 1226-7 in the brown covered Bible or P. 1298-9 in the brown Bible labeled Revised Edition)

a. Which Gospel was also written by the author of Acts of the Apostles?

b. What is stated as being related in the Acts of the Apostles?

2. Read the ‘Introduction to the Acts of the Apostles’ (P. 1453 in the brown covered Bible P. 1525 in the brown Bible labeled Revised Edition)

a. What does the introduction state that we will learn in the Acts of the Apostles?
3. Read Acts 1 through Acts 8:3 (Witness in Jerusalem)
a. What does Jesus tell the Apostles will happen to them (Acts 1:5-9)?

b. What two things do the Apostles do after Jesus’ Ascension?

c. How does Pentecost show Jesus is keeping his promise to the Apostles?
d. Peter was the Disciple who denied Jesus three times when the Lord was put on trial.  What does he do now when the doubts of the people demand a response?
e. What do you see in the life of the early community that reminds you of how we gather as community today?

f. For Acts 3-8:3, read the story of the first witnesses in Jerusalem led by Peter.   In the chart below, list each of the significant events and characters that this mission entails.  Use the footnotes of the Bible, as well as your own judgment to determine which events are ‘significant’ for the life of the early church.  For each event, also record in the chart what the Holy Spirit’s role or action is, for that particular event. 
	Event
	Characters Involved
	Holy Spirit’s Action

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	(use a separate sheet of paper if you need to record more events)


g. Review what you recorded in your chart.   How would you summarize how the Holy Spirit was at work in the early church?  

LESSON 2 BEGINS ON THE NEXT PAGE 

Acts of the Apostles

Bible Study – Lesson 2

Witness in Judea and Samaria

Instructions:  

1. Read Acts 8:4-12:25 (Witness in Judea and Samaria)

a. In Acts 8:26-40, we read of Philip’s encounter with an Ethiopian eunuch.  Read Bearing the Good News (P. 1471 in the brown covered Bible P. 1298-9 in the brown Bible labeled Revised Edition).  What does the baptism of the eunuch signify?  What other “character” had a hand in this encounter?
b. Chapter 9 tells of Saul’s conversion.  We know Saul today as Saint Paul.  Read Conversion (P. 1472 in the brown covered Bible P. 1544 in the brown Bible labeled Revised Edition.) 
i. What does Saul do “at once” after his conversion? 
ii. How does this remind you of Jesus’ statement to the Apostles before his Ascension?
c. Acts 10:9-16 relates The Vision of Peter.  In Acts 10:34-43, Peter shares his understanding of his vision. 

i. What is the meaning of his vision? (For help, see the footnote for 10:17-23 P. 1474 in the brown covered Bible P. 1298-9 in the brown Bible labeled Revised Edition P. 1546 in the brown Bible labeled Revised Edition and Cultural Connection P. 1475 in the brown covered Bible P. 1547 in the brown Bible labeled Revised Edition.)
d. What do you see in the life of the early community that reminds you of how we gather as community today?
LESSON 2 continued 
e. How do you see the Holy Spirit at work in the early church?  Use details and examples in your answer.
f. For Acts 8:4-12:25, relate the story of the Witness in Judea and Samaria led predominantly by Peter. In the chart below, list the significant events and characters that this mission entails.  Identify the action of the Holy Spirit in each of these events and characters. 
	Event
	Characters Involved
	Holy Spirit’s Action

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	(use a separate sheet of paper if you need to record more events)


Acts of the Apostles

Bible Study – LESSON 3

Witness to the Ends of the Earth

Note:  You can view Paul’s journeys on Maps 8 and 9 on 1793 in the brown covered Bible or C47 in the back of the brown Bible labeled Revised Edition
1. Read Acts 13:1-28:31 (Witness in the Ends of the Earth). Note:  You can view Paul’s journeys on Maps 7 and 8 on P. 1804 in the blue/purple or P. 1793 in the brown covered Bible.

a. In Acts 13:1-28:31 we hear Paul’s 1st Missionary Journey.  

i. How does he approach this?
ii. How does he fulfill his assignment?
iii. Who was guiding him?
b. Paul’s 2nd Missionary Journey takes place in Act 16-18

i. What was the issue at the Jerusalem Council?  
ii. What was the verdict of the council and how was that important to the mission of witness? (see Unity in Faith and Love P. 1483 in the brown Bible or P. 1555 in the brown Bible labeled Revised Edition.)
iii. How was Paul’s imprisonment turned into an occasion for God’s Glory?
c. The 3rd Missionary Journey is found in Acts 19-21.  What opponents does he meet?  (See Did You Know P. 1493 in the brown Bible or P. 1565 in the brown Bible labeled Revised Edition.)
LESSON 3 continued. 

d. What do you see in the life of the early community that reminds you of how we gather as community today?
e. How do you see the Holy Spirit at work in the early church?  Use details and examples in your answer.
f. For Acts13:1-28:31, relate the story of the Witness to the Ends of the Earth led predominantly by Paul. List the significant events and characters that this mission entails.

LEARNING GOALS
This at-home scripture study assignment is related to the following curriculum standards for 8th graders who are participating in a parish faith education program in the Catholic Archdiocese of Washington. The Archdiocesan Religion Curriculum Guide, entitled Forming Disciples for the New Evangelization , may be accessed at the following web address. 
http://site.adw.org/pdfs/ReligiousEducationCurriculumGuide.pdf
Grade-specific standards and indicators
 may be found at this web address. 
http://site.adw.org/religious-education-curriculum
8th Grade Curriculum Standards related to the topic of ‘interpreting scripture’
Key Element I: Knowledge of the Faith 

Standard 2: SCRIPTURE: Read, comprehend and articulate salvation history as

conveyed in God’s revelation through Sacred Scripture.
Indicators

8.02.01 Recognize the Holy Spirit as central to opening the eyes of those who read scripture and moving them to have faith in God

8.02.02 Name and describe the two senses of Scripture: literal and spiritual
8.02.03 Identify three categories of the spiritual sense of Scripture: allegorical (faith), anagogical (hope) and moral (love/charity)
8.02.04 Show understanding that Apostolic Tradition and Sacred Scripture as entrusted to the teaching ministry of the Church (the magisterium) make up a single deposit of the Word of God

8.02.05 Recognize that to discover the scripture author’s intention the reader must take into account the culture, history and literary forms of that time

Continued on next page…

Learning Goals continued…
8th Grade Curriculum Standards – Indicators related to the New Testament book - the ‘Acts of the Apostles’
8.02.06 Explain that the author of the Gospel of Luke also wrote the Acts of the Apostles

8.02.11 Identify the Holy Spirit received by the disciples at Pentecost as the major figure in the Acts of the Apostles enlivening the establishment of the Church after the ascension of Jesus
8.02.14 Recount the mission of the first witnesses in Jerusalem led by Peter
8.02.18 Recount the story of Peter’s acceptance of Gentiles into baptism and the first missionary journey of Paul

8.02.23 Describe how the stories of the early Christian movement help us to understand the beginnings of the Church
� Indicators, also called learning outcomes, state what a participant needs to be able to do or to understand. The indicators for each of the standards are measurable. In Forming Disciples for the New Evangelization , the indicators describe the basic content for each grade level, providing a major reference to the Catechism of the Catholic Church.  � HYPERLINK "http://site.adw.org/pdfs/ReligiousEducationCurriculumGuide.pdf" �http://site.adw.org/pdfs/ReligiousEducationCurriculumGuide.pdf�
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