Confirmation I
The Gospel of Luke Bible Study
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Bible Study

“And such is the force and power of the Word of God that it can serve…the children of the Church as strength for their faith, food for the soul, and a pure and lasting font of spiritual life.”  Catechism of the Catholic Church #181
It is important part of faith formation to understand how to navigate, interpret and utilize the Bibles in order to grow in Christ.  God tells us in Luke 24:27:

Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them what referred to him [Jesus] in all the scriptures.
It is our prayer that through Bible Study, you will be encouraged to further explore Scripture and thereby become more intimate with Jesus the Christ and integrate it into your lives as disciples of Jesus Christ
Helpful Tips Before Beginning:

· Always pray before your read the Bible.  When you pick up the phone to make a call, you don’t start talking right away.  First, you must dial the number.  Make yourself aware of that connection with God by taking a moment of quiet to speak with him.
· Work on this a little at a time.  Sometimes, you may need to reflect on a particular passage for a while before you better understand what God is saying.
· You may want to review P. xi in the front of the Bible to refresh your memory on how to navigate the Bible.
· Footnotes are the items under the green line at the bottom of each page.  The verse numbers that the notes assist with are shown before each footnote.
Due Date and Questions

You have the entire year to complete the study.  The due date is August 31, 2016.  Throughout the year, we will discuss one or two questions during class time.  If you have any questions at all, please do not hesitate to ask Mrs. McTighe.  With your parent’s permission, you may call or email her at 301-253-2027 or ym@stpauldamascus.org. 
Note to parents: For your reference, the curriculum standards of the Archdiocese of Washington, which are relevant to this at-home scripture study, are printed on the last page of this document.
Bible Study – Lesson 1

1. Read Introduction to the Gospels in the Catholic Youth Bible (P. 1226-7 the Bible or P. 1298-9 in the revised edition)

a. The Introduction identifies Luke as a synoptic Gospel.
i. What does this mean?

ii. Which of the other Gospels are also considered synoptic?

b. The Gospel of Luke is described in the Introduction.  On the right, Other Background includes what four statements about Jesus?

2. Read the Introduction to The Gospel According to Luke (P. 1340 in the Bible or P. 1412 in the revised edition)

a. What are the five “in-groups” of Jesus pointed out in the introduction?
b. Make note of the 8 different parts of the Gospel shown in At a Glance
3. The major themes of the Gospel of Luke are shown in this chart.  While reading in all the lessons of this Bible Study, find at least two specific events as evidence of these themes and list them.  Note:  please pull events from at least two of the different sections found in the lessons.

	THEME
	Salvation is a joyful surprise
	Salvation includes everyone
	Special concern for the poor and needy
	Mary as the first disciple of Christ

	Event 1
	
	
	
	

	Event 2
	
	
	
	


4. We see Jesus’ “in groups” (see introduction) appearing throughout the Gospel.  While reading in all the lessons of this Bible Study, find at least two instances and list them (just a word or two to describe the instance). Note:  please pull events from at least two of the different sections found in the lessons.

	“IN GROUPS”
	Gentiles

(non-Jews)
	Women
	The Poor
	Outcasts
	Sinners

	Instance 1
	
	
	
	
	

	Instance 2
	
	
	
	
	


5. Read Chapters 1 and 2 of the Gospel of Luke (The Prologue and The Infancy Narrative)

a. What do you learn about the reason Luke wrote this Gospel from Luke 1:1-4?
b. Read Matthew 1:1-2:23 and then reread Luke 1:5-2:52.  Use the chart below to show the similarities and differences?


Luke


Matthew


Different
Alike

Different

c. Here we meet two of the women in Jesus’ “in-group”
i. How are Mary and Elizabeth related?
ii. How is what they are both experiencing right now the same?

iii. What important roles do these women play in Jesus’ life?

d. To whom do the angels appear to announce the birth of the Savior?  How is this significant?  Read Jesus’ Birth:  Good News to the Poor (P. 1347 in the Bible or P. 1419 in the revised edition) for help.
e. Who was Jesus?  Review the details of Jesus’ early life given in Luke 1-2.  What was his background?  What king of upbringing did he have?  What was he like?  Write down everything you can find out about the boy born to save the world.

Bible Study – Lesson 2
Read Chapters 3 through 9:50 of The Gospel of Luke (The Preparation for the Public Ministry and The Ministry in Galilee)
1. John quotes Isaiah (Isaiah 40:3-5), a prophet in Old Testament times in Luke 3:4-6.  He is telling his audiences that the prophecy is being fulfilled.  Whose arrival is John the Baptist announcing?  How does he describe Jesus?
2. Luke provides us with Jesus’ family tree in 3:23-38.  Luke leads us back through Nathan, a prophet in the Old Testament.  Read the footnote for verse 3:31 to find out why.  (Hint:  What type of role does Jesus take in Luke?)

3. Jesus shows his authority in Chapters 6 and 7.  List four events that reflect the authority he exercises in his father’s name.

4. The Beatitudes show us the way to live.  Review Luke 6:20-26 and then read Pray It (P.1358 in the Bible or P. 1430 in the revised edition).  How do the Beatitudes in Luke show Jesus’ care for both the poor and the rich?
5. How does Jesus show his authority in Chapter 9?  For verses 28-35, be sure to read the footnotes to fully understand what is happening.

6. Read Catholic Connection (P. 1366 in the Bible or P. 1483 in the revised edition). What does this tell you about Jesus’ fulfillment of the Old Testament prophecy regarding The Messiah?

7. The Transfiguration of Jesus (Luke 9:28-35) is a defining moment for the disciples.  Who are the two figures that appear with Jesus and what is their significance?  (see the footnote on verse 30 for help)  What does this tell you about the authority given to Jesus?
Bible Study – Lesson 3
Read Chapters 9:51 through 21:38 (The Journey to Jerusalem and the Teaching Ministry in Jerusalem)

1. We see the power of God in Jesus’ actions throughout this section of Luke.  Share five events where Jesus acts with the authority of his Father.
2. Reflect on The Parable of the Good Samaritan 10:25-37.  Then read Catholic Social Teaching (P. 1370 in the Bible or P. 1442 in the revised edition), taking special note of the Jewish opinion of Samaritans, and answer the three questions.
3. The Lord’s Prayer is presented in Luke11:1-4.  Review this and Catholic Connection (P. 1372 in the Bible or P. 1444 in the revised edition).  Share two new things that you learned about living this prayer.

4. The Parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus is presented in Luke 16:19-31.  After reflecting on this, review The Great Chasm on (P. 1383 in the Bible or P. 1455 in the revised edition).  Respond to the last question.
5. Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem (Luke 19:28-39) triggers the memory of the Jewish people.  Read the footnote for verse 19:38 regarding the Old Testament roots of Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem and Cultural Connection (P. 1388 in the Bible or P. 1460 in the revised edition).  Share your reflection on the first question.
6. Jesus tells us how to be good stewards in The Poor Widow’s Contribution (21:1-4).  Reflect on this and (Live It! P. 1392 in the Bible or P. 1464 in the revised edition).  Share some ways in which you are responding to God’s call to give.
Bible Study – Lesson 4
Read Luke 22-24 (The Passion Narrative and the Resurrection Narrative)

1. Luke’s account of The Last Supper is found in 22:14-20.  After reviewing these verses, read Catholic Connection (P. 1394 in the Bible or P. 1466 in the revised edition).  How are we entering into the promise of salvation (eternal life) by participating in the Eucharist each Sunday?
2. Did You Know (P. 1397 in the Bible or P. 1469 in the revised edition) gives us insight into Jesus’ passion from Luke’s perspective.  Even in his death, we find Jesus surrounded by his “in groups”.  Who is present?  What is Luke making clear?
3. The Resurrection of our Lord should fill us with hope.  Find our more in Did You Know (P. 1400 in the Bible or P. 1472 in the revised edition).  Why should we find hope in the promise of salvation?  How will this change you the next time you are feeling hopeless?
4. Jesus is with us – Emmanuel!!!!  What helped the disciples recognize Jesus on the road to Emmaus (24:14-35).  For help, read Jesus Is With Us! (P. 1401 in the Bible or P. 1473 in the revised edition).
Conclusion
What has God revealed to you in the Gospel of Luke?  How has this helped your relationship with The One True God grow?
LEARNING GOALS

This at-home scripture study assignment is related to the following curriculum standards for 7th graders who are participating in a parish faith education program in the Catholic Archdiocese of Washington. The Archdiocesan Religion Curriculum Guide, entitled Forming Disciples for the New Evangelization , may be accessed at the following web address. 

http://site.adw.org/pdfs/ReligiousEducationCurriculumGuide.pdf
Grade-specific standards and indicators
 may be found at this web address. 

http://site.adw.org/religious-education-curriculum

Archdiocesan Curriculum Standards


7.01.09 Describe the ways of coming to know God: the world and the human person


7.02.11 Show familiarity with the Gospel of Luke


7.02.12 Identify the Gospel of Luke as a synoptic gospel


7.02.15 Describe the Infancy Narrative in Luke and its difference from Matthew’s Account


7.02.20 Recognize in Luke’s gospel Jesus’ teaching ministry in Jesus’ journey to Jerusalem as authoritative and prophetic particularly in the material unique to Luke in Chapters 9-19


7.02.22 Describe major themes of the Gospel of Luke (Salvation is a joyful surprise; salvation includes everyone; special concern for the poor and needy; Mary as the first disciple)


7.02.23 Identify the role and significance of women in the Gospel of Luke


7.02.24 State the Gospel of Luke as showing the universal mission of Jesus extending from Old Testament promises to the Jews to include Gentiles


7.05.01 Describe what is meant by "the dignity of the human person is the foundation of Catholic Christian morality"


7.06.16/7.12.02 Understand that the Scriptures teach us the importance of working for justice, peace, equality, and stewardship in our lives


7.06.19 Understand that Jesus taught us about carrying a cross and living a life of loving service


7.12.07 Show understanding that the Christian life requires preferential love for the Poor


7.05.11 Analyze the relationship between race, prejudice and institutional racism as social sin


7.07.07 Identify and examine the elements of the Lord's Prayer


7.06.05 Recognize that as members of a parish we have responsibilities that we call stewardship


7.06.08 State the principles of the social teaching of the Church








� Indicators, also called learning outcomes, state what a participant needs to be able to do or to understand. The indicators for each of the standards are measurable. In Forming Disciples for the New Evangelization , the indicators describe the basic content for each grade level, providing a major reference to the Catechism of the Catholic Church.  � HYPERLINK "http://site.adw.org/pdfs/ReligiousEducationCurriculumGuide.pdf" �http://site.adw.org/pdfs/ReligiousEducationCurriculumGuide.pdf�
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